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testimonials give a lustre which is not to be despised; for the most ignorant are forced to seem, at least, to pay a regard to learning, as the most wicked are to virtue. Such is their intrinsic worth I
Your friend Duval dined with me the other day, and complained most grievously that he had not heard from you of above a year: I bade him abuse you for it himself, and advised him to do it in verse, which, if he was really angry, his indignation would enable him to do.* He accordingly brought me, yesterday, the enclosed reproaches and challenge, which he desired me to transmit to you. As this is his first essay in English poetry, the inaccuracies in the rhymes and the numbers are very excusable. He insists, as you will find, upon being answered in verse, which I should imagine that you and Mr. Harte together could bring about; as the late Lady Dorchester f used to say, that she and Dr. Radcliffe together could cure a fever. This is, however, sure, that it now rests upon you; and no man can say what methods Duval may take, if you decline his challenge. I am sensible that you are under some disadvantages in this proffered combat. Your climate, at this time of the year especially, delights more in the wood fire than in the poetic fire; and I conceive the Muses (if there are any at Leip-sig) to be rather shivering than singing. Nay, I question whether Apollo is even known there as God of Verse, or as God of Light; perhaps a little, as God of Physic. These will be fair excuses if your per-
* An allusion to the line of Juvenal,
Si natura negat, facit indignatio versum.
t Oatherine Sedley, mistress to King James the Seoond, and by him created Countess of Dorchester.